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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE MEMORANDUM
#24-07

From: Brandon Wood, Executive Directfr

To: All Sheriffs and Jail Administrators
Date: November 25, 2024 (

RE: Public Access to Pretrial Hearings

The United States Court of Appeals For The Fifth Circuit published an opinion on November 15,
2024, regarding a first amendment issue which arose due to a Caldwell County policy that excluded
the public and the press at magistration hearings.

The Court of Appeals determined that the policy which excluded the public and/or the press from
pretrial hearings, such as magistration, constitutes a violation of the first amendment rights of the
individuals/organizations which have standing.

TCJS recommends a review of the ruling, with the assistance of your County Attorney, and ensure
your county is providing public access to magistration hearings. TCJS was advised by Caldwell
County that they now provide public access to magistration hearings by publishing a weekly hearing
schedule and using Zoom for virtual attendance.

You may contact Richard Morgan at richard.morgan@tjcs.state.tx.us if you have questions or need
additional information.

Judge Bill Stoudt, Longview, Chair Sheriff Kelly Rowe, Lubbock Commissioner Ben Perry, Waco
Dr. Esmaeil Porsa, M.D., Houston, Vice-Chair Sheriff Raul “Pinky” Gonzales, Refugio Duane Lock, Southlake
Ross Reves, Melissa Patricia M. Anthony, Garland Monica McBride, Alpine

“The Commission on Jail Standards welcomes all suggestions and will promptly respond to all complaints directed against the agency or any facilities under its purview”,
To empower local government to provide safe, secure and suitable local jail facilities through proper rules and procedures while promoting innovative programs and ideas



