TEXAS COMMISSION ON JAIL STANDARDS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Brandon S. Wood

P.O. Box 12985

Austin, Texas 78711
Voice: (512) 463-5505
Fax: (512) 463-3185
http://www.tcjs.state.tx.us
info@tcjs.state.tx.us

#25-3

To: All Sheriffs and Jail Administrators
From: Brandon Wood, Executive Director
Date: August 25, 2025

RE:  Out of State Housing

This past legislative session, three bills were filed regarding the housing of inmates out of state that
required TCJS to provide information to members of the legislature. This included the number of
deaths that occurred out of state. Beginning September 1, 2025, Texas County Jails will be required
to report the death of any of their inmates housed in a facility located outside the state of Texas.
These deaths will NOT be attributed to the Texas county that is housing the inmate out of state and
will not be included in totals that are published for the county, but will be available for legislative
inquiries.

Notification will be made to the death@tcjs.state.tx.us email address and subsequent instructions
regarding what documentation will be required will be provided at the time notification is made. If
you have any questions regarding this issue, please contact Wendy Wisneski at
wendy.wisneski@tcjs.state.tx.us
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Dr. Esmaeil Porsa, M.D., Houston, Vice-Chair Vacant Duane Lock, Southlake
Ross Reyes, Melissa Patricia M. Anthony, Garland Monica McBride, Alpine

“The Commission on Jail Standards welcomes all suggestions and will promptly respond to all complaints directed against the agency or any facilities under its purview”.
To empower local government to provide safe, secure and suitable local jail facilities through proper rules and procedures while promoting innovative programs and ideas
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