Minutes

Meeting: Administrative Rules Advisory Committee
Location: Sheriff’s Association of Texas
1601 IH 35
Austin, Texas
Time: 10:00 AM
Date: April 9, 2026

l. Call to Order
Meeting called to order by Sheriff Rowe at 10:00 AM.

1. Roll Call of Committee Members

Sheriff Kelly Rowe, Chairman Jana Pence
Sheriff Wayne Dicky Lori Compton
Sheriff Scott Cass Gary Pinkerton
Vacant Caroline Crain
Sammy Farias Krish Gundu

The Committee members present at the roll call were: Sheriff Rowe, Sheriff Cass, Sheriff Dicky,
Jana Pence, Lori Compton, Caroline Crain, Krish Gundu, Gary Pinkerton,.

Others Present

I, Reading and Approval of Minutes
Krish Gundu made a motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting,
seconded by Sheriff Cass. The motion passed unanimously.

V. Public Comment
a. Dr. Mark Robinson - Provided testimony regarding the public petition to
change standards under review at this meeting.
b. Dr. Audrey Nath - Provided testimony regarding the public petition to change
standards under review at this meeting.

Dr. Nath remained in attendance to answer questions during the public petition
for changes to minimum jail standards portion of the agenda.



Old Business

a.

§259.132 Exercise Areas

Director Armstrong advised that language was being proposed regarding the
standard for exercise areas and their construction to make the standard
more clear. Sheriff Dicky made a motion to recommend this proposed
language to the Commission, seconded by Sheriff Cass. The motion passed
unanimously.

Guardianship Rules 8265 Admission, §267 Release, 8273 Health Services,
Plans

Director Armstrong provided an update on the rulemaking procedure for the
rules listed in this section. No action taken.

Four Year Rule Review: Chapter 289 Work Assignments

Sheriff Dicky made a motion to recommend readoption with no changes to
the Commission, seconded by Sheriff Cass. The motion passed
unanimously.

Four Year Rule Review: Chapter 291 Services and Activities

Director Armstrong discussed possible changes to §291.2 Mail Services
regarding electronic communication. Sheriff Cass made a motion to approve
the recommendation, seconded by Krish Gundu. The motion passed
unanimously.

Public Petition to Minimum Jail Standards

i. Dr. Marc Robinson — Family Medical Notifications
Director Armstrong advised that this petition was sent to the
Commission previously and returned to the ARAC for additional work.
Sheriff Rowe discussed establishing small groups of ARAC members
to work on this suggestion. Director Armstrong advised that staff
would prepare potential language for this petition for the next
meeting. No action taken.

ii. Dr. Audrey Nath — Seizure Plan



VL.

VII.

VIII.

Sheriff Rowe advised that Dr. Porsa, Commission vice-chair, had
reviewed this petition and provided written testimony as his
professional opinion against this plan, with specific reasoning
provided. Sheriff Rowe discussed the possibility of overstepping
regarding medical providers. Caroline Crain supported Dr. Porsa’s
testimony, and discussed preventable deaths. Director Armstrong
advised the members that staff would meet with additional doctors
and SMEs to discuss and provide a recommendation at the next
meeting. No action taken.
iii. Alirma Davis — Overdetention
Sheriff Rowe advised that staff would be reaching out for additional
information from this petitioner, as the context regarding this petition
is necessary to review. Gary Pinkerton advised that he would provide
additional information to the members, through staff, regarding this
petition and Smith County’s recent experiences on this matter. No
action taken.
New Business
a. Chapter 297: Compliance and Enforcement.
Director Armstrong advised the committee members that these chapters
would be up for review at the next meeting. No action taken.
b. 8283.3 Grievance Plan
Director Armstrong discussed the grievance plan standard, specifically
regarding the number of members of a grievance board. Members requested
staff return with suggested language. No action taken.
Other Business
a. Sheriff Rowe and Director Armstrong discussed the ARAC’s bylaws. No
action taken.
Date for Next Meeting
a. The next meeting of the Administrative Rules Advisory Committee will be
held on July 8, 2026.
Adjourn
a. The meeting was adjourned with appropriate motion by Sheriff Cass and
seconded by Sheriff Dicky. The motion passed unanimously.



